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Current facilitators:

- Mariana Amori, has a Masters in
public policy & trained with the
Theatre of the Oppressed in Brazil

- Nick Fesette, is a theatre-maker &
Ph.D. student at Cornell University
-Norm Johnson, Ithaca College Pro-
fessor specializing in movement, sce-
ne study, Rasa Boxes & Characterology
- Bruce Levitt, theatre Professor & for-
mer chair of the Theatre Department
at Cornell

- Judy Levitt, an Instructor at Ithaca
College specializing in Acting & Im-
provisation

- Chris Seeds, is a composer, perform-
er, & theatre-enthusiast

- Alison Van Dyke, retired Senior
Lecturer from Cornell, specializing in
Acting, Voice & Speech

David Bendezu
Larry Green
Sheldon Johnson Jim Ryant

Philip Miller Leroy Taylor
Demetrius Molina  Raymond Van Clief
Nathan Powell

Michael Rhynes
Adam Roberts

The artwork for the PPTG logo was done by
an anonymous incarcerated artist in
Auburn Correctional Facility.

PHOENIX PLAYERS
THEATRE GROUP

PPTG Motto:

We are a community of transformation.
Through the power of self-discovery,
we create the opportunity

to know and grow into ourselves.

The PPIG motto was written by
Michael Shane Hale.

Aul)urn, New York



We ... believe in the redemptive flame of rehabilita-
tion. We affirm that we live in the dark ages of prison
expansion and the warehousing of souls.

While our legislators and the courts debate how many
souls can be stuffed into a single prison cell, we have
embarked on a quest to become better human beings
and productive citizens.

We seek atonement for catering to our base nature,
because we acknowledge that the choice to do right
or wrong has always been within our power. We wish
to atone for those human beings for whom we’ve
caused so much pain and suffering. We wish to atone
to society for not living up to our organic contract by
loving and caring for our neighbors. We wish to atone
to our families for failing to reach our potential and
their dreams for us.

We who are PPTG make a conscious decision to walk
into the flames of your pain, suffering suspicions of
our motives, disbelief of our goodness, your down-
right anger, and your grief, in hopes of being recreat-
ed in your loving, compassionate, and empathetic
images....

We seek not to make every man in this prison a pro-
fessional dramatist, but to reconnect us to society,
our communities, and our families, by learning
through drama how to love, what it feels like to be
compassionate, to forgive and be forgiven, to reach
into the depths of our beings and bring forth our hu-

manity.

We don’t come to you as beggars but as men with

hopeful hearts, along with the vision of changing this

dark, dank world into a kaleidoscope of hope, where

the diseases of idleness and worthlessness are ban-
ished forever.

From “Flames,”

by Michael Rhynes, PPTG Founding Member

PPTG’s Story

The group was started in 2009 by a
small group of incarcerated men
dedicated to the idea that theatre
work, combined with group inner
healing work, is a true opportunity
for all of us to connect and to be-
come more fully human.
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Original facilitators:

- Stephen Cole, a retired theatre pro-
fessor from Cornell who has worked
with many Hollywood actors and has
taught at the IM School of Healing
Arts

- Paula Cole, a theatre professor at
lthaca College who specializes in
teaching and practicing rasaboxes

- Bruce Levitt, theatre professor and
former chair of the Theater Depart-
ment at Cornell
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